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 Our work routine before …
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 Live demo: Our transparency portal

LINK
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https://www.transparenzportal.bund.de/de
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 … and after the launch of our data portal
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IATI standard makes development data available; a data portal makes it accessible. Our portal's launch 
significantly boosted internal and external awareness of IATI and data transparency.

Awareness & 
Accessibility

Making our data easily accessibly for the public, helped us to leapfrog on data quality and to take 
different perspectives on the meaningfulness of our data. Our data improved in depth, width and 
breadth.

Data quality

The launch of our data portal, simplifying access to development data, sparked a vigorous debate on 
transparency and security. The discussion mainly evolved around the risks of accessible data for 
project partners but also the political risks for us as provider of development cooperation.

Transparency 
vs security

What did we learn? (i)
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Our perspective on IATI data has expanded beyond standards and transparency to include our data 
portal's viewpoint. The key focus is on the narratives our data can convey and our ability to tell the desired 
stories.

Meaning-
fullness

Our data portal aims to cater to diverse user groups with varying needs, intentions, and expertise in 
development cooperation. To ensure clarity, we contextualize the data and elucidate the intricacies of 
this specialized field.

Variety of 
user groups

With easy access, our data has become highly political data - especially in a social environment that is 
becoming more politically fragmented. Lacking context, it has already exploited for social manipulation.

Politicalisa-
tion of data

What did we learn? (ii)
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?
ANY QUESTIONS



The Development 
Cooperation Landscape Tool 

 



• Visualization tool for development 
landscape relationships

• Leverages IATI data to understand 
USAID partners' work

• Organizations publish data between 
daily and annually

Development Cooperation Landscape (DCL)



Mission and History
USAID launched the DCL in 2019, with the goal of leveraging IATI data to 
better understand the work of USAID development partners.

– What: Visualization tool to strengthen and expand relationships and 
understanding of the development landscape using publicly available 
data.

– Where: All valid IATI data from 2014 onward are pulled into the DCL.
– Who: Over 1,600 organizations publish in the IATI standard. Includes 

non-standard donors.
– When: Organizations publish new activities and transactions between a 

daily and annual frequency. The DCL is updated monthly.
– Why: Strengthen relationships with providers, promote coordination 

among providers, and enhance the development landscape 
understanding.

What is the Development Landscape Tool?





To access the Development Cooperation landscape, navigate to 
www.foreignassistance.gov/donor, or click the Beyond USG icon from the main page.
Select a country from the dropdown or type in a name on the landing page and click on it

Development Cooperation Landscape Demonstration

http://www.foreignassistance.gov/donor


Each country has a landing page with interactive filters and visuals summarizing IATI data. 
Changing the filters at the top will apply them the rest of the views on the page.

Development Cooperation Landscape Demonstration



If you scroll down, there is an interactive map of subnational locations, if reported. You can 
filter by sector, organization type, and organization. Note that only a relatively small 
percentage of activities report subnational locations.

Development Cooperation Landscape Demonstration



Further down, there is an interactive treemap of funding by sector, filterable by organization 
type. You can further drill down into sectors by clicking on one. 

Development Cooperation Landscape Demonstration



There is an activity data section at the bottom–you will see all activities reported in a 
country by default, in order of descending cost. You can also use the search feature in the 
top right to locate a particular activity or keyword, in this case, horticulture.

Development Cooperation Landscape Demonstration



If you scroll back up  to the top, you can find the 
download data button, the data query button, or 
generate a print-friendly PDF of the page. 

This query page is where you can dig into the data 
and generate custom files. 

Development Cooperation Landscape Demonstration



On the query page, one can select filters from any field in 
the IATI data. 

Note that unlike on the country page, you could also 
analyze multiple countries here by downloading the 
corresponding data using filters–this could be used for 
regional analysis near the Sahel by organization type, for 
example. You can completely customize your data file!

Development Cooperation Landscape Demonstration



Potential Use Cases Discussion

● What might you use this site for?

● Are there specific questions you regularly ask about IATI 
data that this site might be helpful in answering?

● Are there specific feature changes or additions that would 
be useful? 

● How would you verify the data is correct against IATI?  



Questions?


