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IATI Strategic Plan: Progress on Enabling Data Use (Objective 3)
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What is the history of CDFD and what have we learned?

Goal: Enable increased data use Access Analysis Use

● Developed to meet the needs of partner 
country governments for a standard set 
of essential data that can be easily 
accessed and analyzed

● Learning from development and use of 
the tool to inform the development of the 
improved data portal and IATI’s data 
quality work 

● Initial version of the tool launched in 
March 2021 and offered Excel-formatted 
datasets on projections and spending by 
country/region

● Guidance and Analysis Dashboards 
launched in July 2021

● How-To Videos launched in August 2022

Engagement
● Conducted dozens of 1:1 trainings 

and support calls with data users 
● Conducted training during 3 

workshops in Kigali, Abuja, and 
Bangkok of 58 government 
representatives from 49 countries, 75 
civil society representatives, 25 
development partner representatives

● 5000 users from 158 countries

History Engagement and Use

Use (some examples)
● Governments using the data to 

prepare development cooperation 
reports, inform national budgets, 
monitor development spending, and 
enable dialogue (e.g. Chad, Sierra 
Leone, Guinée, Lesotho)

● Researchers using it to conduct 
analysis (e.g. PWYF), often in 
combination with IATI’s other data 
access tools

● Civil society orgs and development 
partners (e.g. UN agencies) using it to 
conduct external development finance 
landscape analysis
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What is the history of CDFD and what have we learned?

Goal: Enable increased data use Access Analysis Use

● Data users need a processed subset of 
IATI data to enable them to more easily 
understand, analyze, and use the data

● The data available in CDFD largely meets 
the needs of many data users from a 
range of stakeholder groups

● Guidance is essential to enabling data 
users to understand the tool and the data

● Availability of the tool, data, and guidance 
in multiple languages increases access to 
the data for non-English speakers and 
thereby the use of IATI data

● Data quality issues that inhibit data use 
are more easily identified in a processed 
set of data and when more data users are 
using that data

What did we learn?

What did data users share was still needed?
● Visualizations: Analysis Dashboards were helpful to quickly understand what you 

could do with the data but users needed a way to more easily visualize the data 
and customize those visualizations

● Customized Spreadsheets: While governments often only needed to download 
one spreadsheet, other data users had to download and combine multiple 
spreadsheets to conduct analysis across countries, etc. Users also asked to be 
able to more easily conduct activity level analysis.

● Additional data fields: Some additional information was needed by data users – 
e.g. activity descriptions, location data. 

● Groups of publishers: One challenge in using IATI data is that some 
organizations (e.g. USG, EC) publish data under multiple publishers. Users asked 
for an easier way to identify these groups of publishers. 
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What are the new features?

Goal: Enable increased data use Access Analysis Use

● Summary dashboard  
● Dashboards by 

Country/Region, Reporti
ng Organization, 
and Sector

● Visualize the data in 
maps, charts, and tables

● Customize the view 
using a range of filters

● Download underlying 
data for each 
visualization

Data Dashboards Custom Data Download

● View and download 
custom spreadsheets 
of data

● Select the columns to 
be included in your 
spreadsheet and filter 
it by a range of filters

Useful Functionality

● Interactive and 
customizable map

● Links to activity pages on 
d-portal

● Reporting Organisation 
Groups now available 

● Persistent URLs enable 
easy sharing of customised 
Dashboards and Custom 
Data Download queries

● Descriptions are now 
available via the Custom 
Data Download

● Available in French, 
Spanish, and Portuguese

https://countrydata.iatistandard.org/data/
https://countrydata.iatistandard.org/data/recipient-country-or-region/
https://countrydata.iatistandard.org/data/reporting-organisation/
https://countrydata.iatistandard.org/data/reporting-organisation/
https://countrydata.iatistandard.org/data/sector-category/
https://countrydata.iatistandard.org/data/custom/?drilldowns=recipient_country_or_region%3Bactivity.iati_identifier%3Bactivity.title&filters=transaction_type%3A3,4,budget%3Byear%3A2022
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Demo of the new features 

Country, 
Reporting Org, 

and Sector 
Dashboards

Custom Data 
Download

Summary 
Dashboards
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What questions can you explore with the new features?

Data Dashboards examples Custom Data Download examples
The countries and sectors in which UN 
agencies spent money in 2022 here. UN activities and spending for 2022 here.

How humanitarian funding was allocated in 
2022 by country, organization, and sector here.

Activities with budgets or spending for the 
2021/22 Cameroon fiscal year (July-June) here.

Spending in 2021 and 2022 by the European 
Commission in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo here.

All published Oxfam Novib activities with 
spending in 2022 here.

Budgets (projected spending) in the Education 
sector for 2023 here.

Spending by Global Affairs Canada by activity 
from 2019 - 2023 here.

How the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
allocated its 2022 funding by country, sector, 
region, finance type, etc., here.

Allocation of spending in the Health sector from 
2019-2022 here.

https://countrydata.iatistandard.org/data/?filters=reporting_organisation%3A41120,41AAA,XI-IATI-OCHASDC,XI-IATI-UNPF,XM-DAC-30010,XM-DAC-41110,XM-DAC-41111,XM-DAC-41114,XM-DAC-41116,XM-DAC-41119,XM-DAC-41121,XM-DAC-41122,XM-DAC-41123,XM-DAC-41127,XM-DAC-41130,XM-DAC-41140,XM-DAC-41146,XM-DAC-41301,XM-DAC-41302,XM-DAC-41304,XM-DAC-47066,XM-DAC-928,XM-OCHA-CERF%3Btransaction_type%3A3,4%3Byear%3A2022
https://countrydata.iatistandard.org/data/custom/?drilldowns=recipient_country_or_region%3Bactivity.iati_identifier%3Bactivity.title%3Bactivity.description&filters=reporting_organisation%3A41120,41AAA,XI-IATI-OCHASDC,XI-IATI-UNPF,XM-DAC-30010,XM-DAC-41110,XM-DAC-41111,XM-DAC-41114,XM-DAC-41116,XM-DAC-41119,XM-DAC-41121,XM-DAC-41122,XM-DAC-41123,XM-DAC-41127,XM-DAC-41130,XM-DAC-41140,XM-DAC-41146,XM-DAC-41301,XM-DAC-41302,XM-DAC-41304,XM-DAC-47066,XM-DAC-928,XM-OCHA-CERF%3Btransaction_type%3A3,4%3Byear%3A2022
https://countrydata.iatistandard.org/data/?filters=humanitarian%3A1%3Btransaction_type%3A3,4%3Byear%3A2022
https://countrydata.iatistandard.org/data/custom/?drilldowns=recipient_country_or_region%3Breporting_organisation%3Bactivity.iati_identifier%3Bactivity.title%3Bactivity.description&filters=calendar_year_and_quarter%3A2021%20Q3,2021%20Q4,2022%20Q1,2022%20Q2%3Brecipient_country_or_region%3ACM%3Btransaction_type%3A3,4,budget
https://countrydata.iatistandard.org/data/recipient-country-or-region/CD/?filters=reporting_organisation%3AXI-IATI-EC_ECHO,XI-IATI-EC_INTPA,XI-IATI-EC_NEAR%3Btransaction_type%3A3,4%3Byear%3A2021,2022
https://countrydata.iatistandard.org/data/custom/?drilldowns=recipient_country_or_region%3Breporting_organisation%3Bactivity.iati_identifier%3Bactivity.title%3Bactivity.description&filters=reporting_organisation%3ANL-KVK-27108436%3Btransaction_type%3A3,4%3Byear%3A2022
https://countrydata.iatistandard.org/data/sector-category/110/?filters=transaction_type%3Abudget%3Byear%3A2023
https://countrydata.iatistandard.org/data/custom/?drilldowns=recipient_country_or_region%3Breporting_organisation%3Bactivity.iati_identifier%3Bactivity.title&filters=reporting_organisation%3ACA-3%3Btransaction_type%3A3,4%3Byear%3A2019,2020,2021,2022,2023
https://countrydata.iatistandard.org/data/reporting-organisation/DAC-1601/
https://countrydata.iatistandard.org/data/custom/?drilldowns=sector_category%3Bsector&filters=sector_category%3A120%3Btransaction_type%3A3,4%3Byear%3A2019,2020,2021,2022
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Exploring YOUR questions

What questions 
do you want to 

explore with the 
data?

What would 
make this tool 
more useful?

What questions 
do you have 

about CDFD or 
its new 

features?



Accessing IATI data using 
Datastore Search and the 
Datastore API
Finding the data you need to do your own analysis
Alex Miller
15.03.2023
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What is the IATI Datastore?
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Who is the Datastore Search for?

High standard 
expertise

Medium standard 
expertise

Low standard 
expertise

Higher technical 
expertise

● IATI Registry (raw 
XML)

● IATI Datastore API

Lower technical 
expertise

● Datastore Search 
(Advanced search)

● d-Portal
● Datastore Search 

(Simple search)

● Country Development 
Finance Data tool

IATI Standard Expertise
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What can Datastore Search do?

Simple and 
Advanced search 

query builder

Activity results 
display with links 

to d-Portal

Multi-format export 
in XML / JSON / 

CSV
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What can the IATI Datastore API do?



International Aid Transparency Initiative IATI Community Exchange 15.03.2023 15

Demonstration /
Q&A

https://github.com/akmiller01/iati-ce-datastore-demo
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What’s next?


